NEWSLETTER APRIL 2017 VOLUME 3 | ISSUE 4

ST. ALPHONSA

SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH

5709 Oakland Road, Halethorpe, MD 21227 | Phone (410) 247-0240
Web: stalphonsachurch.org

=g April 23 April 24
_*j| Divine Mercy St. George
. Eternal God, in whom Heroic Christian soldier ,. :
4§ mercy is endless and and defender of your [ am the resurrection
| the treasury of { Faith, you dared to .
e | compassion inexha- criticize a tyrannical and the life. He who
rH ustible, look hlclnr.lly HP= 4 Emperor and were , i ) '
| upon us and increase PR subjected to horrible believes in me will live,
—f Your mercy in us, that I': dgg oi 2 torture. You could have € e o .
¢ in difficult moments we MO occupied a high military eveat though be dies. And
._{| might not despair nor B /) & position but you preferred Fx : :
§ become despondent, F to die for your Lord. whoever lives and belteves
il -f but with great Obtain for us the great . . . »
7| confidence submit grace of heroic Christian i me will never die.
4 ourselves to Your holy courage that should mark

= wil, which is Love and

g soldiers of Christ. Amen.
i Mercy itself. e %

CHURCH SCHEDULE FOR HOLY QURBANA
Sunday | English: 9:00 am | Malayalam: 11:30 am
Monday & Friday: 7:00 am | Tuesday to Thursday: 8:30 am
Saturday | Malayalam: 10:30 am
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But those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)

In order to involve more youths, encourage more participation and grow in
faith, Youth sessions were conducted during monthly ward prayer meetings, led by
youth coordinators and adults. We discussed the Bible passage for the day and
interpreted its meaning. At the end of every session, we held an open discussion for
any ideas and suggestions the children or teens had for future events or future prayer
meetings.

On March 25 and 26 of 2017 the youth will be hosting The Way, which is a
youth led retreat held for middle school and below. The goal for this retreat is to
provide an experience in which the younger youth at our church can understand how
to better know, love, and serve God. All youth leaders, coordinators are working very
diligently under the guidance of our Seby Achan to make this Retreat a huge success.

Other activities that we are planning for the future include a Game Night, in
which youth get together to play various games, and a Sports Night, where youth will
come to compete in outdoor activities in order to grow in fellowship. Volleyball or
Badminton tournaments are being considered for the future. We encourage all
youths to come forward to help and support to make this youth year a memorable
one.

Arun lames

(, [Following Is a summarized form of the Pastoral letter.) -\"
St.Thomas SyroMalabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

Pastarol Letter No, 26/2017 fLlent: 2017) February 28, 2017
By the grace of God, Mar lacob Angadiath, the Bishop of 5t. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago, send this greeting and message to all the priests,
religious men and women and beloved people of Ged.

Dear and Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and dear Faithful,

Omce again we are in the period of Lent: a time to pray and fast, repent and confess our sins, find joy and grace in the Risen Lord. Let us reflect upon the words of the
prophet Isaiah: "Lo, the hand of the Lord is not too short te save, nor his ear too dull to hear". The 26th workshop fer Bishops, held in Dallas, on February 6-8, 2017
had the theme: *Healing Persons in a Wounded Culture”. The warld around us is wounded thraugh sins of various forms, Violations of the Ten Commandments and
the Commandments of the Church are truly serious sins. During this Lent let me propose ten issues that deserve our special attention, prayers and repentance:

1. Abortion: "Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception, ®Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before
you were born | consecrated you", (Jer 1:5) "You are precious In my eyes and glorlous", says the Lord through the prophet Isalah: 43:4"

2 Physician Assisted Suicide: This is another attack on human life. Physicians are expected to save life; but now they become agents of death.

3. Euthanasia (Mercy Killing): Natural death is the end of life; any other human intervention to cause death is wrong.
4, Pre-marital Sex: Another wide-spread evil s pre-marital sex. The greatest gift that a man and a woman can exchange on thelr wedding day will be the virtue of
chastity. Any kind of sexual relationship is not expected among young people before marriage. Let young people enter into marriage with purity of body and soul
5. 5ame 5ex Marriage: Homosexuality or lesbianism may be a tendency found among certain boys or girls. If they are properly guided and counseled these
tendencies can be corrected. Homosexuality or lesbianism in itself is not a sim; but if it is activated through same sex marriage, then it becomes evil and a sin. The
Church does not discriminate homaosexual people but at the same time, the Church declares that all homosexual relations in any form are contrary to the order of
creation.
6, Pornography: It presents significant pastoral and spiritual challenge against the virtue of chastity. Fighting pornography through chastity is both a personal and
cultural task. Parents, teachers, priests and elders have to be very attentive towards our children and young people to save our future generation from this evil
7. Transgenderism: This Is a complex situation. Any mutilation of the body is wrong. There will be enormous moral, anthropalogical, secial and theological issues in
dealing with transgenderism
8. Alcoholism: Itis an addiction. The net result of alcoholism is the loss of body and soul.
9, Use of Drugs: Addiction to drugs leads to all kinds of social crimes, such as stealing, alcohalism, sexual promiscuity and untimely death. Dear parents and children
bet us avoid any contact with this deadly evil of our time,
10. Gambling: Frequent visits to casinos will end wp at the loss of money and time and gradually our health and wealth will be gone and one day we will become like
the prodigal son.
YEAR OF YOUTH:

Remember, the Lord calls you and loves you, Children and Youth, Let this period of Lent be an occasion to build our relationship with ene another through prayer,
love and service,
May the Lord bless you,

Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop
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READINGS - APRIL 2017
Day/Date 1**Reading 2rd Reading Gospel Reading
Saturday, April 01 1Cor13:1-13 Mk 10:1-12
Sunday, April02 | Sixth Sunday of Lent Gn19:15-26 Rom14:13-23 @ Jn10:11-18
Joyal Leju Steven Johnson
Monday, April 03 Thess3:6-13 In12:44-50
Tuesday, April 04 Pet2:4-10 Lk 13:31-35
Wednesday, April 05 1Jn2:7-11 Mt 18:15-20
Thursday, April 06 2Pt2:11-17 | Lk3:8-11
Friday, AprilO7 | First Friday Rom 15:7-13 In11:38-45
Saturday, April 08 Acts20:22-38 | Jn12:1-8
Sunday, April09 | Palm Sunday Gen49:8-12,22-26 Rom11:13-24 | Mt21:1-17
Monday, April 10 Heb1:5-14 In11:47-57
Tuesday, April 11 Heb5:1-10 In12:20-26
Wednesday, April 12 Heb9:15-28 In12:27-33
Thursday, April13 | PesahaThursday Ex12:1-20 1Cor11:23-29 @ In13:1-14+ Mt 26:26-30
Friday, April14 | PassionFriday(Dayof | Gen22:1-19 Rom 5:6-16 | PartlLk22:63-23:12 +
fasting and abstinence) Mt 27:19 + Lk 23:13-23
+Mt27:24-25
+Lk 23:24-45+ Mt.
27:51-54+Jn.19:23-30
PartllJn19:31-42.
Saturday, April 15 | HolySaturday Gen22:1-19 Rom6:3-11 Mt 28:1-20
Sunday, April16 | Easter Sunday Is60:1-7 Rom6:1-14 Mt 28:1-6
Monday, April 17  Acts2:29-36 | Jn14:18-28
Tuesday, April 18 Acts 2:37-47 Lk 24:13-27
Wednesday, April 19 Acts4:23-31 In15:1-10
Thursday, April 20 Acts6:1-7 Mt 10:1-15
Friday, April21 | FeastofallSaints Heb11:3-10 Mt10:26-33
Saturday, April 22 Col3:1-4 Mk 16:1-8
Sunday, April 23 ' Second Sunday of Is55:4-13  Acts4:32-37 ? Jn20:19-29
Resurrection AnnBon Bettina Shaju
Monday, April 24 1Cor1:10-17 Lk 24:28-35
Tuesday, April 25 2Tim4:6-18 Mk 16:15-20
Wednesday, April 26 Gal5:1-6 - Mk7:31-37
Thursday, April 27 Phil 1:27-30 Mt 15:21-28
Friday, April 28 1Cor1:18-24 Mk4:1-9
Saturday, April 29 Col 3:14-17 . Lk 24:36-43
Sunday, April30 | Third Sunday of Is56:1-7 Acts 5:34-42 In14:1-14

Resurrection

Andrea Shaji

Trisha Tomcy
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Vicar

Rev. Fr. Seby Chittilappilly
(630) 317-4837
sebyjchittilappilly@gmail.com
Kaikkarans

Mr. Jain Mathew

(443) 834-5967

Mr. Sunny Cyriac

(410) 370-7004

Mr. Tony Vithayathil
(443) 760-8449

Mr. Vinu Michael

(410) 318-9847

Parish Council Secretary
Dr. Sheeba Jose Paranilam

Parish Council Members

Mrs. Della Joseph Njaralakkattu
Mr. George Nirappukandathil
Mrs, Bindu Jlohnson

Mrs. Manju James Perumattathil
Mrs. Saly Joseph Kottaramkunnel
Mr. Francis Kuzhippallil

Mr. Joby Kizhakkethottam

Mrs. Sheeba Anil Alousyes

Mr. Tison Thomas

Mrs. Saija Jose Chirayath

Mr. Arun James

Ms. Melanie Mavunkal

Mr. Benny Thomas

Mr. Christi Baby Kanjirathinkal
Dr. Ginto Pottackal

Mr. Maijo Michael Payyappilly
Mr. Sebastian K. Jockey

Pastoral Council Representatives
Dr. Thomas Mathew

Mr. George Thomas Eyalil
Religious Education (CCD)

Mr. Tison Thomas (Principal)
Mrs. Elsy Bon ( Assistant * )

Mr. Saji Thayyil (Secretary & Registrar)
Eucharistic Ministers

Mr. Jose Pathaparambil

Mr. James Bon

Mr. Jovy Vallamattom

Mr. Roy Mathew

Accountant

Mr. Sebastian K. Jockey
Auditors

Mrs. Smitha Alappatt

Mr. Jose Chirayath

Mr. Henry Thomas

Liturgy Coordinators

Mr. James Bon

Mr. Abraham Pulickal

Mr. Benny Vithayathil
Malayalam School

Mrs. Lincy Koodaly (Principal)
Mr. Saji Thayyil (Secretary & Registrar)
Food Coordinator

Mr. Benny Thomas

FUN FACTS - DID YOU KNOW?

Tison Thomas

1. How many days Christ stayed in the Tomb?
Christ often said that He will resurrect after three days. Did it ever cross your
mind why then Christ resurrected on early Sunday morning, in less than 72
hours? There are two explanations.

® Jews believe that when God created time, He first created night and
then day. Therefore, a Jewish calendar date begins with the night beforehand.
While a day in our calendar begins and ends at midnight, a Jewish day goes from
nightfall to nightfall. Christ died on the cross on Friday during day, which is
considered the first day. Christ stayed in the tomb on Saturday which started on
Friday nightfall, the second day. The third day begins on the nightfall Saturday,
which is considered the third day.

® Also, there is a traditional belief that Christ stayed in the tomb for 40
hours - from Friday through Sunday.

2. Why Jesus robe was seamless and what did it represent?
In the passion reading we read and hear that Jesus robe was seamless and the
soldiers cast lots. Why the gospel writer specify it.

e Within a theological perspective, the tunic represents Christ's
Kingship and Priesthood. Kings and Priests wear the long tunics as was the
custom at that time.

® Also, as the legend says, in those days, 2000 years ago, clothes were
not readily available, so when people use these thick materials, they use it for
life. When people grow taller or bigger, they stitch additional clothing materials
to the existing cloth. Tradition says that the robe Mary stitched for Jesus grows
with him and is why itis seamless. The robe miraculously grows with Jesus.

. ‘ ' -

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Bethia Thattil April 3

Brendan Mathew April 9

Matthew Michaels April 14

Joyal Leju April 17

Michael Perumattathil April 29

Ryan Mathew April 30
[ ——

WARD PRAYERS - APRIL 2017

Please contact the Ward Representatives to host Ward Prayers at your home.
Also watch for e-mail notifications for any schedule changes.

Ward Date/Time Hosting Family

St.Joseph April1™ 7.00 pm Mr. Rajan Abraham and Mrs. Solly Rajan

St. Thomas No Ward Prayer In April 2017
St.Jude  April 21" 7.00 pm @ Mr. Roy and Mrs. Shiny Mathew

_

St. Mary  April 28", 7.30 pm = Mr. Benny & Mrs. Bindhu Vithayathil

April
8th -

| 15th - Holy Saturday
Pilgrimage to 16th - Easter
Emmitsburg, MD | 23th - Divine Mercy, "PuthuNjayar"
9th- Palm Sunday 24th - 5t. George
13th - Holy Thursday 25th - St. Mark Evangelist

CHURCH

DIARY

Youth Coordinators
Ms. Stency Stephen
Ms. Teena Vithayathil
Mr. Alex Paranilam

Mr. Janathan Cyriac
Youth Representatives
Mr. Arun James

Ms. Melanie Mavunkal
Diocesan Regional
Youth Coordinators
Mr. Arun James

Mr. Jubin Joseph
Youth Animators

Mrs. Sheeba Alouyesus
Mr. Vinu Michael
Youth Chaoir Coordinators
Mr. Bennett Babu

Ms. Ann Mary Bon

Angel Voice Coordinators
Mr. & Mrs. Tomcy & Laura
Mr. & Mrs. Shaji George & Dolly

Church Music Coordinator
Mrs. Jain Alvin

Sports & Games Coordinator
Mr. Maijo Michael Payyappilly

Intercession Ministry
Coordinators

Mrs. Sally Joseph
Ms. Melani Mavunkal

Legion of Mary Coordinator
Mrs. Dency Mavunkal
Pilgrimage & Picnic
Coordinators

Mrs. Della Joseph Njaralakkattu
Mr. George Nirappukandathil
4Life Ministry Coordinators
Mr. Paul Mangalath

Ms. Melani Mavunkal

Social Work Coordinator

Mr. Joby K. Jose

ECKC Representatives

Mr. George Nirappukandathil
Mr. Joseph Njaralakattu

Family Apostolate
Coordinator

Mr. Christi Baby Kanjirathinkal
Charity Ministry Coordinators

Mr. George Eyalil
Mrs. Manju James

Women's Forum Coordinators
Mrs. Bindu Johnsen

Mrs. Solly Abraham

CML Coordinator

Mrs. Manju James

Media & Fine Arts Coordinator
Dr. Ginto Pottackal

Newsletter Chief Editor

Mrs. Salja Jose Chirayath

e

14th - Good Friday 29th - St. Catherine of Siena —
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FAITH CORNER )

-Tison Thomas

SACRED TRIDUUM

Sundown on Holy Thursday to sundown on Easter Sunday is considered the most solemn occasion of our Christian
life. This three-day period is referred to as the Easter Triduum, also known as the Sacred Triduum, or Paschal
Triduum. Triduum is a Latin word, formed from the Latin prefix tri- (meaning "three") and the Latin word dies ("day").
Atriduum is a three-day period of prayer, usually in preparation for an important feast or in celebration of that feast,
which we celebrate as the final three days of Lent and Holy Week. These three days starts with the celebration of our
Lord's Supper and ends with Easter Celebration.

The Sacred Triduum, reminds us to contemplate the revelation of God's infinite mercy in the events of Jesus' passion,
death and resurrection. Holy Thursday, Jesus gives Himself to us as food and, in the washing of feet, teaches us the
need to serve others. On Good Friday we contemplate the divine love which embraces all mankind. Holy Saturday,
the day of God's silence, invites us not only to solidarity with all who are abandoned and alone, but also to trust in
that faithful love which turns death into life. Since Easter represents the fulfillment of God's promises to mankind, it
is the most important holiday on the Christian calendar. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us "Easter is
not simply one feast among others, but the "Feast of feasts," the "Solemnity of solemnities," just as the Eucharist is
the "Sacrament of sacraments".

A 4

MALAYALAM CLASSES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Malayalam class Registration for 2017-2018 calendar year

Registration form will be distributed after Easter and parents will
be asked to submit the registration forms before May 2 1st.

L. -

CCD ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adoration by class every Sunday at 11:00a.m.
English Holy Qurbana for each class - Starting on April 16,
2017 - each English Qurbana will be dedicated for two
CCD classes. The children from those classes will lead the
Karozuza, Altar Serving, Ushering, Presentation of Gifts,

and Bible Reading. The following classes are scheduled
for English Qurbana for April;

April23rd-Grades 12 & 10

April 30th-Grades9 &8
Divine Mercy Sunday This year we will have Divine Mercy
Prayer for all classes at 11:00 a.m. along with adoration -
all grades to participate

CCD Registration for 2017-2018 calendar year

Registration form will be distributed after Easter and
parents will be asked to submit the registration forms
before May 21st. Registration form submitted after May
21st will have an additional $10 for each child.

Solemn Holy Communion Classes

Solemn Holy Communion will be offered for 2018.
Classes for receiving the Sacrament will start September
2017-2018. Registration form to follow.

Upcoming Important Dates
a. Bible Quiz Competition, Coloring & Bible Verses -
May7,2017

b. Final Exam and last day of CCD classes - May 21, 2017
Chapters 8-15 and questions are open ended

c. CCDPicnicand cookout-June3,2017

d. Graduation Day and Distribution of Certificates/gifts
-June 4,2017

Please contact Mr. Tison Thomas, CCD Principal with any
questions.

(St. ALPHONSA WOMEN'S FORUM ACTIVITIES |

Solly Rajan joins Bindu Johnson as the new Co-Chair for Women's

Forum. Please welcome Solly Rajan!

Once again, Nice job by Women’s Forum members coordinating

food for the Lenten Retreat! A Big Thank You to all those

parishioners that helped with cooking and donating food for the

retreat. Women's Forum sincerely appreciates your support and
kdedication )

>

~ ™
VOLUNTEERING AT OUR PARISH: REQUIREMENTS

All Church volunteers are required to submit a volunteer application
form, complete an online background check application, and take a
Safe Environment Training (Protecting God's Children Awareness
Program). If you haven't completed the requirements, please
complete them as soon as possible.
Please note: In order to volunteer, you must complete the training
program, background check and submit the volunteer application
form.

\For any questions, please contact Dr. Thomas Mathew.

ANNOUNCEMENTS THROUGH NEWSLETTER
If you want to add announcements of birth, death, wedding, 25 or
50 wedding anniversaries, please let anyone from the newsletter
editorial board/trustees know. The announcement can include a
picture as well. The size of the announcement will be limited to 2" x
4" section on the newsletter. This service will be free of cost to the

parishioners.
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Honest Service and Rapair

GATEWAY

Pizza - Subs Indian Cuisine

The Best Indian Cuisine In Elkridge
= ENGINE & TRANSMISSION = BATTERIES ;
« HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING Adedress 6520; OLD Waterloo RD, Elridge MD 20075
= ELECTRICAL & COMPUTER SYSTEM CHECK
= BRAKES = ALL NAME ERAND TIRES = ALIGNMENT Tel: 410 - 799 - 0333, Fax: 410-799 - 0773
Fanif ‘Fawra Mandy - Friday - Bam ta Bpm. Saferday Bam ip Zpm. Susday Closed
The greatest compliment we could ever receive is a referral é A
from our friends and clients. Established 1982 MDA Lic. No. 1016

PH 410 483 9621

CELL 410 245 8495

TRISTAR|L—
i ‘HEAI.TY, INC.

Johnson Kadamkulathil

Cell :202-445-7379 [E

Fax :410-740-1051

Realtore
Email : Johnson8436@gmail.com www.go2tristar.com

Frankford Termite & Pest Contrl, Inc
Office : 410-740-1050

Mathews T. Abraham 5620 Mayview Ave,
Inspector & Certified PCO Baltimore, MD 21206

\ J

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY CALIBER
FINANCING NEEDS — Eame HOME LOANS
CALL BRUCE PENMN AT
CALIBER HOME LOANS.

COMILANG & VARGHESE ASSOCIATES CPA

TEL 301-910-6876

& TAX PREPARATION

Loan Consultant, NMLS # 459891 FEDERAL & STATE RETURNS
D: 443.367.9215 | C: 410.608.6390 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT & TAX PROFESSIOMAL

10500 Little Patuxent Plwy., Suite 750

Columbia, MD 21044 Linda Comilang 240- 450-0209
Vijoy Pattammady 301-910-6876

WWW.CVATAX.COM John Varghese 240-450-0209

EXECUHOME

R E A LT Y
Jose Paranilam
REALTOR®

We Do Office Phone: (443)757-3400

Paradise “Indian Cuisine
Fine Dine, Bar, Grill & Bangquet

- Direct Phone: (443)414-0382
Gevyrm b, B0 L o ation
bty Sl fafg ng DirectFax:  (443)632-0376
cn— e A1 1130 any event www.execuhome.com
bt e Tt o i ey Bt e e e paranilam@comcast.net

“We Serve HALAL and Indo-Chinese” I

_=_-_h______ _ﬂ-'-'-—'-—#
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DINNER
SUNDAY-THU :
FRIDAY, SATU

MONDAY-FRID

www.pizzabolis.com

CATERING ONLINE ORDERING  THALI IS BACK ON WEEKEND LUNCH

A

(" BALTIMORE TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICE, LLC Y Russell s Thater
8620 LIBERTY ROAD, RANDALLSTOWN, MD-21133 R
Phone# 410-496-4948 & 410-496-4849 :;';‘;' E‘Eﬁes”:met
‘l""s Havre De Grace Md, 21078
=N ]
PROEESSIONAL TAX SERVICE AUTO f HOME f LIFE & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
Get your Tax Refund FASTER THAN EVER
No upfront fee and no E-file fee! 410-690-4002- office
WWW.TAXEFILECPA.COM 443-800-9474 — mobile
o www.legacyinsuranceusa.com
SEBASTIAN JOCKEY, FCA, CPA,CGMA https://www.facebook.com/AutolnsuranceHarfordCounty
\ President . - )

BISHOP MAR STEPHEN CHIRAPPANATH VISIT - MARCH 3" TO MARCH 9™

bl T A

Mrs. Saija Chirayath Mr. Tison Thomas  Mr. Anil Alousyes Mrs. Annie Payyappilly
973-723-6418 (248) 470-2541 410-730-8672 240-422-4863

Mr. Thomas lose Mr. Vilas Naralakattu Mr. Mathew K Mathew  Mr. Arun James Mrs. Jomini Jose
443-T22-3845 410-215-4251 410-321-1844 443-636-1827 443-270-4322
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